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party that every aim regarded as politically necessary must be
attained by military means. There are political problems which
cannot be solved by military means. That was proved in the
Great War. Many problems in foreign policy are incapable of
solution by war.
It is the characteristic of our time that the normal, laborious
method of peaceful adjustment of difficult problems is despised
and preference is shown for violent means, which, as the Great
War has demonstrated beyond cavil, provide no lasting
solution. It is in consonance with the present-day contempt of
all spiritual things in Germany that the robust technique of
terrorism and oppression which to-day takes the place of
German internal politics should also have replaced German
foreign policy. Germany's future will depend on whether the
army leaders will submit to the degradation of allowing them-
selves and the army to be used in the service of this substitute
for political action, as the officials in the civil service and the
law courts have permitted the organs of administration and of
justice to be used.
The atmosphere of fanatical nationalism, in which all risks
are ignored and prudence figures as unpatriotic cravenness,
inevitably destroys even in the more responsible minds the clear
distinction between the desired and the possible. The sound
military principle of always assuming that the opponent will
take the most logical course is no longer adhered to. The ill-
understood attitude of foreign Powers in face of arbitrary
political action on Germany's part has lent support to the view
that German political "daring" has been met everywhere
abroad with "pusillanimity," so that it has a good chance of
succeeding. UnHmited adventurousness and depreciation of
opponents hold the field. No one protests: to do so would
be to risk the charge of unpatriotic behaviour and civilian
timorousness. No wonder that in this atmosphere, amid
universal spying and supplanting, nobody ventures to take